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FOREWORD 


In Israel of old the fiftieth year was celebrated as jubilee. 
Deut. 25:10. The present generation of this church wishes 
by their brief history to express their grateful gratitude to 
God for his grace and blessing during the past 50 years. 

In publishing this memorial we also wish to honor the 
founders of this church, their faith, life and sacrifices. In 
this work each family of the church has a part by presenting 
their parents’ picture and paying for their cuts. 

The writing of this history has gladly been done by the 
committee, which the church in January 1929 voted in to do 
the work. We feel that our work is not perfect, but it has 
been approved by the advisory committee, the church board 
and the church before it went into print. 

C. M. AHLBERG, 
MRS. 0. W. SWENSON, 
WALLACE, BACKMAN. 


Committee. 


“Till flydda tider atergar, 
Min tanke 4n sa garna; 

Dir vinka fran fO6rflutna ar, 
Sa mangen vanlig stjairna.’ 


By ag gO eT rt 
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THE FIRST SETTLERS 


When They Came 


The sczne of this history is laid in Marshall County, 
Kansas. Prior to 1870 there were only a few Swedish people, 
residing in widely scattered parts of Marshall County, but 
in that year quite a number of people came from Chicago, 
Ill., and Keokuk, Iowa, to make their homes in the wild 
west. 

Of those who came from Keokuk, Iowa, were Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Hurtie and their four children. They were the 
first Mission Friends and their home was always op<n for 
religious meetings. The Swedish people would as a whole 
attend these meetings the first years. Theirs was also a 
home of hospitality. Most early immigrants had this as 
their home, and Mrs. Hurtie was often called the ‘‘stam- 
moder’, or fostermother, of the pioneers of the Swedish 
settlement. 

Some of the other early settlers who came may also be 
mentioned here. C. A. Swanson came about the same time 
as Hurtie, or in 1870. Henry Anderson came to Galesburg, 
Ill., in 1869, and later located at Seneca, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Anderson were married at Axtell in 1876. A Swanson and 
family came here in 1878 direct from Sweden; John Benson 
and family from Iowa in 1879; Nels Hasselgren and John 
Johnson came direct from Sweden in 1879, and Mrs. John- 
son and mother, Mrs. Maria Carlson, in 1882. Mr. and Mrs. 
M. Casper came to Marshall County from Sweden on their 
wedding trip in 1880. J. B. Johnson arrived in Chicago, II1., 
in 1869, and to Axtell, Kansas, in 1880. Mrs. Johnson came 
here in 1879, and mother, Mrs. Anna Sjoberg, in 1884. John 
Lofdahl and family, his parents, sister and brother, Sara 
and Albert Lofdahl, in 1881. Sam Johnson and family came 
here in 1881, and Sam Rudeen in 1882. 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN JOHNSON MR. AND MRS. NELS HASSELGREN 


J. C. HURTIE JOHN BENSON C. A. SWENSON 


ZION MISSION CHURCH 9 


EARLY SETTLERS 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN STAVLUND MR. AND MRS. L. P. ERICSON 


HENRY ANDERSON ALBERT LOFDAHL 


M JOHNSON 


SA 
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Why They Came 


Most of the Swedish people had been reared in rural 
communities in their homeland and therefore did not like 
city life, and work was also scarce in the cities. There were 
also strikes among the workers in the canals of Keokuk, 
Iowa, early in 1870, which hastened their decision. They 
had also read in the papers that homesteads could be had 
near Frankfort, Kansas, so the thought of being able to 
own their own homes in Kansas gave them courage to try 
to endure the hardships of pioneer life. Some also had 
friends who told them of the possibilities here, and when 
the homesteads were gone, land could be bought for $5 or 
$10 per acre, so thus they dared the perils that follow home- 
building on virgin prairies in a new country. 

They decided to locate near where the cemetery now is, 
because a railroad was to be built between St. Joseph, Mo., 
and Denver, Colo. This was supposed to pass a mile north 
of the cemetery and the Swedes from Chicago had already 
named ‘the town Gothenburg. As the railroad was built 
further north, no town of Gothenburg was ever built. 


Their Experiences 


A company of ten persons, including J. C. Hurtie and 
family left Keokuk May 9th and arrived at Frankfort, Kans., 
May 17, 1870. They immediately picked out their home- 
steads in Section 4, namely J. C. Hurtie, Fred Johnson, Johr 
Polson and J. A. Bjork. The next day they bought a pair 
of oxen for $175, a wagon for $100, a plow and some other 
tools, and a few boards. After an adventurous trip of two 
days, they arrived at their would-be home on the J. C. Hurtie 
place, east of the cemetery, and made their camp there for 
the night. Boards were placed against the wagon, and 
altho rain fell, the boards were all the protection the new- 
comers had for their sleeping quarters. The wagon served 
as kitchen and dining room. The next day they built a sod 
house, 9x16 feet, and the boards were used as roof. Dug- 
outs were common among the early pioneers. There were 
no roads or bridges across the streams, making travel very 
difficult. Rattlesnakes and prairie fires added to the trials 
of the newcomers. At times they were also visited by 
Indians and buffaloes. They would bind grain and husk 
corn for 50 cents a day, and breaking prairie was also done 
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a great deal by the first settlers. Many times it was hard 
to make both ends meet on account of drouth, grasshoppers, 
chinch bugs, high interest rates, and other drawbacks. As 
there were no fences the cattle would roam over the prairies 
whcrever they wished, and many times without being cared 
for they would be intruders in the fields of the newcomers, 
and thus to a great extent damage their crops. But they 
put their trust in God, and hoped that some day they would 
not only have better homes, but also a house of worship, 
and a minister to proclaim the word of God, and thus satisfy 
their hunger for the eternal things. 
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THE RELIGIOUS MEETINGS OF THE FIRST YEARS 


Places Where They Met 


The homes of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Hurtie, east of thc 
cemetery, was the first place of meeting, and it was open 
any time for religious services. All the Swedish people 
would meet together in early times. The first service is 
said to have been held June 18, 1872, when J. C. Hurtie read 
a sermon and Klaus Anderson led the singing. The first 
“julotta’, Christmas service, was held in this home in 1872. 
Although the weather was quite cold, a good many (about 
thirty) were in attendance. The Hurties had made special 
preparations, among them, three-armed candle sticks, which, 
when lighted, added to the festivity. The meetings con- 
tinued during the winter, and prayer meetings were also 
held during the week. 

Farrar’s schoolhouse became the most permanent place 
of meeting from the year 1880 to 1889, when the first church 
was built. Backman’s school house, now called Victory 
school, was also a place of meeting the first years. The 
services were held in the afternoon a good deal of the time, 
as others used the building Sunday mornings. Services 
were also held in the different homes. 

In 1880 Christmas service (julotta) was held in Back- 
mans school house, when a peach tree was decorated with 
cotton and candles. Mr. Hasselgren was janitor and re- 
ccived $5 and a collection per year for his work. 


The Leaders of These Services 


J. C. Hurtie and C. A. Swanson were the first ieaders of 
the services when no pastor was present. These men would 
read sermons from Dr. Martin Luther, C. O. Rosenius, and 
P. Waldenstrom, and they would sing Rutstrom’s songs, led 
by Hurtie. John Stavlund also took active part in the meet- 
ings and Nels Hasselgren would lead the singing a good 
deal of the time. 
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The first ministers are said to be C. P. Mellgren in 1873 
and Wm. Person in 1876. H. Blom would also preach the 
gospel when he could’ Swen Anderson, although not an 
ordained minister, lived here a few years before he moved 
to Randolph and also preached here. It was shortly after 
this Wm. Person came from Randolph, he would preach 
here the first Sunday of every month and for his year’s work 
he would receive $75. He would make the trip back and 
forth, 40 miles, with his horse and buggy. Rev. Wm. Person 
spent more time here than any other minister during these 
early years. Even as late as 1887 he preached here once a 
month, receiving $5 for each trip. 

Prayer and testimony occupied a good deal of the time, 
especially when no minister was present, which undoubtedly 
helped the believers to grow and develop spiritually. 


The Results of These Meetings 


The result was that in December 1880 the first meeting 
to plan for united services of the believers was held, when 
a small group of seven (7) persons first laid the foundation 
of what later developed into the organization of the Mis- 
sion Church. The seven persons were as follows: J. C 
Hurtie, C. A. Swanson, Henry Anderson, John Benson, John 
Stavlund, Nils Hasselgren and John Johnson. Other meet- 
ings followed in various homes and at Farrar’s school house. 
Rev. Wm. Person organized the church and the first officers 
were: Chairman, John Benson; Secretary, C. A. Swanson; 
Treasurer, J. C. Hurtie. 

December 27, 1884, it was decided to file names for a 
reorganization. Anyone who confessed faith in Christ Jesus 
and wished to further the Lord’s work, was welcomed. The 
Constitution was adopted December 29, 1886, and at this 
ime there were 17 members. The name Zion Evangelical 
Mission Church was also adopted at the same meeting. 
Albert Lofdahl did a very efficient work as secretary, which 
office he held until his death in 1897. Communion services 
were observed the first Friday afternoon of each month. 
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THE DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS 


The Church 


Rev. P. W. Thoren began his work here in 1881 and 
served until 1888. He was the first permanent pastor and 
labored faithfully in the small fold of these pioneer days. 
The year 1886 was a time of spiritual blessings. He located 
in Dresden, Kansas, in 1888. 

The second pastor was Rey. S. Arnquist of St. Joseph, 
Mo., who served from 1888 to 1891. During his pastorate 
the first church and parsonage were built and it was also 
incorporated in 1889. He was zealous in his work for the 
Lord and was blessed in his efforts. He lives at Milaca, 
Minn., at the present time. 

Rev. C. A. Berggren came here from St. Joseph, Mo., in 
1891 and did the Lord’s work here very earnestly. In 1894 
he suffered a stroke at a business meeting in May, and lived 
only a few days. He was buried in the church cemetery 
and left his widow and four children to mourn his untimely 
death. 

Rev. J. F. Pohlhammar served the church during tho 
summer until the arrival of Christian Nygren in the fall. 
He reorganized the Young People’s Society in the fall of 
1899. He taught Swedish school a couple of years. He re- 
mained here until 1902, when he retired on account of old 
age. He and his wife both passed to their eternal rewar1 
at the home of their daughter, Mrs. O. F. Anderson at 
Vliets and are buried in the church cemetery. 

Rev. N. F. Nelson came here from Ottowa, Kans., in 
1902. He was a very quiet and godly man who faithfully 
served his Master until he was called home in 1907, leaving 
his widow and two sons. 

Rev. J. Wm. Johnson of Hinsdale, Ill., was the next pas- 
tor. During his stay here the present church property was 
purchased and the church and parsonage erected. The 
second constitution was adopted in 1910, and is still the 
same with only some minor changes, although now it is 
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also written in the English language. The congregation 
cid not wish to accept his resignation in 1911, but as he was 
determined to visit his parents in Sweden, he staid by his 
d cision. The church extended a second call to him in 1927. 


PRESENT PARSONAGE 


Rev. G. D. Hall of Stromsburg, Neb., was called to serve 
the church here in 1911, but remained only two years, which 
period seemed all to short. The church deeply regretted to 


REV. HENRY E. EK 


have this able man leave, but as he decided to stay by his 
decision to care for his home near Holdrege, Neb., and 
shortly afterward accepted a call to Chicago, the church 
had to call another pastor. 


pa Rite Raed tis a dinate omit mae ee 
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Rev. H. E. Ek of Ottumwa, Iowa, began his work here in 
1913. The week of prayer 1914 was one when showers of 
blessings were experienced, especially among the young 
people, and brought great rejoicing among the older mem- 
bers. So January 15, 30 new members were added to the 
church. Also prayer week of 1917 was one of great blessing 
and January 9 the same year 10 more members were added 
to the church membership, totalling 88 members, for which 


REV. Cds LARSON REY. G. H. ERICSON 
God be praiscd. The English language was first used at 
some of the evening services in 1919, at the present writin 
all services are in the English language. except two Sunday 
mornings a month when the preaching service is conducte 
in the Swedish language. Rev. Mr. Ek accepted a call to 
Chicago in October 1919. 

Rey. C. J. Larson became pastor here in the spring of 
1920. He taught faithfully the word of God among both old 
and young. At a Sunday evening service a number of young 
people accepted Christ as their personal Savior without in 
any way being urged to do so, so there was no preaching 
that evening, but a regular revival service. A new furnace 
was installed in the church, and electric light replaced the 
gasoline light. He remained until June 1, 1925, when he 
again returned to the west. 
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Rev. G. H. Ericson of Lake City, Minn., began his work 
here July 1, 1925, and remained only two years, when he 
decided to enter North Park College. The interior of the 
church was decorated in 1926. The summer of 1927 we 
were without a pastor, when Lars Stavlund served as elder. 


REV. AND MRS. C. M. AHLBERG 


Rev. C. M. Ahlberg of Ogden, Iowa, accepted a call to 
come to Axtell, September 1, 1927, and is serving the church 
here faithfully. In January 1928, 14 new members were 
added to the church. 


arnt en OR 
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We wish to mention briefly a few of the leaders of the 
early times, whose names appear frequently in the minutes 
of former years, telling of their services in various ways 
during the first decades of our church history. Among the 
chairmen may be mentioned: John Benson, J. C. Hurtie, 
Cc. A. Swanson, John Johnson, Nils Hasselgren and John 
Gustafson. Secretaries: Albert Lofdahl, Magnus Stavlund, 
and O. F. Anderson. Deacons and Elders: John Stavlund, 
Sam Johnson, J. B. Johnson, and Sam Rudeen. Treasurers: 
Henry Anderson, M. Casper, John Lofdahl, L. P. Ericson, 
and John Swanson. 

We must also remember the faithful mothers, who in 
these times of poverty and privation reared large families 
in the fear and admonition of the Lord. Most of these men 
and women have gone to their eternal reward (one charter 
member, John Johnson, passed away during the writing of 
this book), and only two of the first members remain with 
us at this writing, Nils Hasselgren and Henry Anderson. 
This church has not formally united with the Swedish Evan- ; 
gelical Mission Covenant of America, because some of the 
members in the early years favored the organization of the 
Swedish Evangelical Free Church. | 
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The Ladies’ Aid 


The Ladies’ Aid, or as its name was until 1917, ‘The ) 
Sewing Society’, was organized in 1885. There were only | 
eight (8) women in the beginning, the leader being Mrs. 
Anna Sjoberg (Sjoberg); but the women having faith and 
love for furthering the Lord’s work, have shown what can 
be done both spiritually and financially. 

At first the meetings were held the last Friday of each 
month, and lasted all day; dinner and supper were served 
and the whole family would be present. The pastor would 
read some inspiring message, the women would work, and 
the first sale amounted to $60.00, an enormous sum for the 
times. 

Meetings continued to be held all day until 1901, when 
they were held in the afternoon and supper was served. 
From 1910 until the present time, meetings have been after- 
noon sessions and light refreshments have been served. The 
day has also been changed to Thursday. 

The pastor was the president until 1919, when Mrs. 
Albert Klint became the president. But during the time the 
women sewed, two leaders wer2 chosen each year to plan 
and take charge of the work. There were also a secretary 
and treasurer. At the business meeting 1908 it was decided 
each family pay 10 cents for refreshments, and in 1918 each 
member pay 10 cents. In 1922 the president, Mrs. C. J. Lar- 
son, reorganized the Aid and each member should pay 25 
cents per month. A Finance Secretary was elected to take 
charge of the dues. The sales were held: once a year until 
1917, when it was decided to give an offering onc2 a year. 
preferably at Thanksgiving, and the meetings continue once 
a month, when a program of a spiritual nature be rendered. 

This plan has prov.d very successful, and money received 
from various sources has been used in aiding the local 
church and also foreign missions. 

The flower committee has also tried to spread cheer 
among the sick and lonely. The Social Committee has also 
done a very efficient work. A Christian spirit prevails 
within the Society, and may it long continue a blessing for 
home- and foreign missionary work. 


i 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN SWANSON 
Present Chairman of the Ladies’ Aid 


LADIES’ AID 1917 
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The Sunday School 


The first Sunday School or rather Bible School, was 
begun in 1880 in Farrar’s school house. C. A. Swanson and 
John Stavlund conducted classes for the adults, as most of 
the early settlers were young people, there were no chil- 
dren’s classes at this time. Rev. A..R. Anderson of Scandia 
preached here occasionally and further urged Sunday schoo! 


MRs. 0. W. SWENSON 
Present Sunday School Superintendent 


work. C. A. Swanson was the first superintendent and when 
Rey. P. W. Thoren became the first permanent pastor of the 
church he was superintendent and also teacher. 

The first confirmation class consisted of five members. 
If was taught by Rev. Wm. Person, and also by Rey. P. W 
Thoren. Miss Charlotte Swanson of this class later became 
a missionary to India. 

Mir. Nels Hasselgren was through all these vears an un- 
wearied worker in all the branches of the Sunday school. 
until he moved to Axtell in 1926. The International Lessons 
were used and the children received a paper called Colum- 
bia, and later “Sdndagsskol-Vannen’ from Minneapolis. 
Sunday school pienics have been held every summer and 
programs have also been given at Christmas. 

Most of the time until about 1925, when the church had 
pastors, they would serve as superintendent a great deal 0° 
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the time. A few of the older teachers may be mentioned 
as follows: C. A. Swanson, John Stavlund, Nils Hasselgren, 
J. B. Johnson, Mrs. J. C. Hurtie, Sam Johnson, Sam Rudeen, 
Mrs. O. F. Anderson, Mrs. John Johnson, and Mrs. John 
Swanson. Many others have taught at shorter intervals. 

In 1922 the school adopted the Covenant Graded System. 
The funds have been used to carry on Sunday school work, 
and also mission work. At present the school numbers 
about 70 members and 10 teachers, and though small, by the 
help of God it is endeavoring to sow the good seed, which 
we hope will bear rich fruitage for time and eternity. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 
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The Young People’s Society 


The Swedish Christian Young People’s Society was or- 
ganized July 26, 1888, by Rev. S. Arnquist. Regular meet- 
ings were held once a week. In this new society were the 
following members: Rev. S. Arnquist, Carl A. Swenson, 
Aug. Hurtie, Eric Stavlund and Albert Lofdahl. 


This group of young people continued for only about a 
year, when the regular meetings were dropped. The Society 
was not again organized until October 20, 1899, under the 
leadership of Rev. Christian Nygren. There were 10 mem- 
bers and the officers were: Chairman, Magnus Stavlund, 
Secretary, Mathilda Swanson, Treasurer, Victor Swanson. 
In two years the society grew to a membership of 27 per- 
sons. It has been active since 1899. 


Ten cents a month has been paid as dues, and the money 
is used for paying our obligations to the State Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference, and also foreign missionary work. In 
1916 the Young People bought the piano for the church. 


Our society now has about 25 members. They are active 
and willing to serve their Master, and are faithful in attend- 
ing the church services. May the young people in the future 
continue to be faithful and carry on the work, which their 
forefathers have by the grace of God so nobly founded and 
established. 


26 FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


S. ARNQUIST WALLACE BACKMAN, 
Organizer of first Y. P.S. =risident Young People’s Society 


PRESENT YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY 
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Musicians and Singers 


During the early years of the church there was no organ 
nor accompanist, but some very inspiring singing was heard 
at the church services. Whoever came first would sing and 
others join in until time for the service to start. Nils Has- 
selgren was choir leader and members of the first choir 
were: Mrs. P. W. Thoren, Mrs. Nils Hasselgren, Mrs. John 
Johnson, and Mrs. Rina Moody. Mrs. Lyons and her sister 
and brother, Augusta and Alfred Quist, would play their 
guitars and sing. 

The first organists were Delia Benson and Hilda Swan- 
son. Miss Benson served for a number of years, and her 
efforts were greatly appreciated by the congregation. Mrs. 
Dave Anderson would also play at times during these early 
years. 

Mrs. O. F. Anderson later organized another choir, and 
was also organist at the same time. Victor Swanson served 
as song leader, and Amanda and Edith Swanson also served 
as organists. 

Effie Lofdahl (Mrs. H. B. Johnson) next served as or- 
ganist and choir leader very ably and faithfully for a num- 
ber of years. Enoch and Mamie Hasselgren each served 
for about two years. Enoch was forced to give up the work 
on account of ill health. 

Lars Stavlund began to serve the congregation as song 
leader in 1907, which position he has held since that time. 
He has also sung in the choir and Men’s quartet. 

Mrs. G. D. Hall was a capable organist and choir leader 
for two years. Later Rev. H. E. Ek became choir lead = 
when he served as pastor here. 

Techla Lofdahl (Mrs. Neil Swanson), Rhoda Johnson 
(Mrs. A. Rundquist), and Ruth Johnson served as organist= 
at various times. Rebecca Hasselgren was for many years 
an efficient and faithful organist. Ruth Stavlund, Astrid 
Lotdahl and Lillian Swanson have also served as pianists. 

Rey. C. J. Larson organized a Men’s Octette, which later 
became a quartet. Much of the success of the Men’s Chorus 
is due to the splendid accompaning of Rebecca Hasselgren 

Rev. G. H. Ericson formed a Junior Choir, which is 
serving at this writing, and Wallace Backman is choir leader. 
The effort of those who have brought the gospel of Chris- 
‘n music and song will certainly be rewarded. 
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LARS STAVLUND 
Present Song Leader 


CHOIR 1917 
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FINANCIAL FIGURES 


The First Church Property 


December 14, 1888 the church decided to buy 80 acres of 
land, or one half of the northwest quarter of Section 8, and 
J. C. Hurtie and C. A. Swanson were elected to purchase the 
land for $1,000.00, and it was incorporated under the name 
of Zion Evangelical Church of Axtell, Marshall County, 
Kansas. It was decided to erect a building on the land, +40 
feet long, and 30 feet wide, and 16 feet high, and a hall 6 feet 
long on the front of the church. Each of the male members 
who had a team, was requested to haul 14 cord of stone 
from the Swedish stone quarry, and a good deal of other 
work was donated. When the building was finished it was 
insured for $800.00. 

The church was very simple and for some time benches 
vithout backs were used for seats, but the church building 
was greatly appreciated because it was their own. The 
church was built on borrowed money, and at the business 
meetings years after the church was finished, the minutes 
tell of how hard it was to get the money for the subscrip- 
tions, but they borrowed the money (and with Abraham 
trusted the Lord to furnish the lamb for the offering.) The 
bank as well as different individuals charged 10 percent 
interest. The products the farmers had sold for very low 
prices. 

However, the small congregation, which as late as 1894 
numbered only 23 members, also built a parsonage an@ other 
necessary buildings.. Later 70 of the 80 acres were sold, 
leaving only 10 acres remaining where the church and par- 
sonage were located. 
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MISS CHARLOTTE SWANSON 
Missionary in India until her death 


PRESENT CHURCH BOARD 
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Seeond Church Property 


When Rey. J. Wm. Johnson had arrived as pastor in 1907, 
plans were considered to build a new church in another lo- 
cation. Ten acres were bought where the church stands a’ 
present, for $75.00 per acre. Rev. Johnson, John Johnson, 
John Lofdahi and Arthur Johnson were elected to take up 
subscriptions for the new building, which should be $3,500. 
At the annual meeting, January 5, 1909, Rev. Johnson re- 
ported that the subscriptions had already reached $4,400. 

The building committee was as follows: Henry Anderson, 
Nils Hasselgren, John Lofdahl, Rev. J. Wm. Johnson, Albert 
Klint, Arthur Johnson and J. A. Casper. This was a great 
undertaking for a church of only 50 members, according to 
the annual report of 1908, but as there was unity in the work, 
and trust in God, the undertaking was successful. The 
heads of most families gave between $200 and $400 before 
the work was finished. There was also a good deal of work 
donated in preparing the basement and foundation and in 
hauling of lumber. 

Lumber from the old church building was used in the 
new building, but when the new building was erected and 
ready for the roof to be put on, fire started in the shavings 
and destroyed it all in the presence of the contractor and 
carpenters. Fortunately the lumber was insured, and the 
nembers immediately became busy hauling lumber for the 
second time. 

A parsonage was also built the same year as the church, 
and a barn and other necessary buildings. 

There was great rejoicing at the dedication of the new 
church in the fall, and especially because the land, and all 
the buildings were without debt. January 6, 1910, it was 
decided to let the trustees sell the old parsonage and 10 
acres of land for $1,200. The new church was insured for 

2.000. In 1924 the insurance of the church was raised to 

$8,000. the parsonage and other buildings to $4,000, the 
chureh fixtures were insured for $500. The present valu- 
ation of the church property is $12,700. 

It may also be stated here that the cemetery was pur- 
chased from the Lutheran Congregation in 1916 for $150. 
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The Pastor’s Salary 


Rev. P. W. Thoren purchased 60 acres across the road 
from where Mrs. John Swanson now lives and built a house 
on this place. As pastor he received free will offerings from 
the people of the church. 

Rev. S. Arnquist received a salary of $200 per year. For 
that he should preach here three Sundays a month. Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Hurtie promised to give him board and room for 
$2 per week. However, Rev. Arnquist decided to make his 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rudeen. 

Rev. C. A. Berggren received $200 per year and the in- 
come of 40 acres of land. 

Rey. Christian Nygren of Randolph was called to serve 
two Sundays per month at $10 per month for 5 months, be- 
ginning with October 1894. In December he was asked to 
continue as permanent pastor, and his salary was to be paid 
semi-annually by subscription (he refused a regular salary), 
and also the income from 10 acres of land. The income 
from the land was given to all later ministers. 

Rev. N. F. Nelson received $300 per year, and Rev. < 
Wm. Johnson $400 per year. In 1910 it was raised $100, 
totalling $500 and Rey. G. D. Hall also received $500 per 
year. 

Rev. H. E. Ek at his arrival here received a salary of 
$500 yearly, but in 1917 he requested that his salary be in- 
creased to meet the demands of the higher cost of living. 
The church decided to raise his salary $100. In July 1919 
it was again increased $150, making a total of $750 per year. 

Rev. C. J. Larson became pastor here at a salary of $900 
per annum and Rev. G. H. Ericson received the same salary. 
Our present pastor is also receiving a salary of $900 per 
year. 


Home and Foreign Missions 


This congregation has since early times contributed to 
missionary work. The State conference has received cer- 
tain amounts since early times. Some years ago the Orphan- 
age at Holdrege, Neb., was contributed to yearly, but at the 
present time the children’s Home at Princeton, IIl., is given 
aid. The Covenant Home of Mercy has also been remem- 
bered. In early years the Immigrant Mission was helped with 
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collections and the Swedish Sanatorium at Denver, Colo., has 
been given contributions. At present the pension fund is 
given a certain amount yearly. The State and Covenant 
Sunday School organization has been given collections once 
a year for some time. Of late each year an offering has been 
taken in the spring for foreign missions, and in the fall for 
home missions of the Swedish Ev. Covenant of America. 

The Foreign Missions have been contributed to willingly. 
The Ladies’ Aid each year gives some donations, most of 
the time to China and South America. The Alliance Mis- 
sion was remembered in early times. The Sunday school 
has a birthday bank for the Alaska mission. Traveling mis- 
sionaries have been helped according to ability of members. 
A group of individuals and the Young People’s Society are 
giving $75 per year for the upkeep of a mission station in 
China. 


Annual Figures 


Space forbids a detailed account for each year, but the 
following are a few of the figures of the various departments 
of the church. 


The General Fund 


Year Income Expense Collections 
SO O Ramee ee de See aZ- Oi: $ 124.42 
TUS OY pie em. ict a aR a 789.50 743.85 
iL Oi 9 Meee meee Scie Pn Tce ae ee 1,721.85 O22 8 5) $612.72 
II RASS: ek 9 I ed eae 2,403.07 PANO 29ae00 
1 Ae gees ea ee eee 1,494.65 1,464.29 159229 


Ladies’ Aid 


Looe See See 3 144.88 $ 144.30 
LO eee ee ee 170.60 ° 100.00 
LO LOVES See ey eee 315.25 216.01 
19255 See D1 oe Be 392.29 361.97 
192 ORR RES Seiten Ae ee. Pee 437.94 319.32 


PSO 9) eee Oey hoe 2 ee eee eee wee SN EO. Balance $15.61 
UO OPE Sie ene ea oe eee Ae $ 103.26 $=) 70:34 
9:0 ee ee ee 150.62 224.99 
gO ie basen Speed A od ho ta 168.33 ibe RTA 
DSO A tenet ass areata santa oho 188.50 170.96 


34 ; “FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


Young -People’s Society 


19120 ee. 2 eee SuSisa9 $ 47.30 
1919, Oe eee ee 139.72 66.79 
1925 2 ee... 74.75 78.45 
1929 vee Soe eee, 122.94 112.01 


Any deficiency in the treasury has been paid at the end 
of the year. 


PASTORS AND OFFICERS 1580-1930 


Pastors 


P. W. Thoren 1881-88, S. Arnquist 1888-91, C. A. Berggren 
*€91-94, Chr. Nygren 1894-02, N. F. Nelson 1902-07, J. Wm. 
Johnson 1907-11, G. D. Hall 1911-13, H. E. Ek 1913-19, C, J. 
Larson 1920-25, G. H. Ericson 1925-27, C. M. Ahlberg 1927-. 


Chairmen of the Board 


John Benson, John Johnson, J. C. Hurtie, C. A. Swanson, 
Nils Hasselgren, John Gustafson, Lars Stavlund, Martin 
Lofgahl, Lee Linquist. 


Treasurers 


J. C. Hurtie, J. B. Johnson, C. A. Swanson, Henry Ander- 
scn, John Benson, Magnus Casper, Nils Hasselgren, John 
=wanson, Paul Sundstrom, Elmer Lofdahl. 


Secretaries 


C. A. Swanson, Albert Lofdahl, Rev. Chr. Nygren, Magnus 
Stavlund, O. F. Anderson, J. A. Casper, H. B. Johnson, Albert 
Klint, C. H. Klint, Paul Stavlund, Wallace Backman. 


Deacons and Elders 


John Stavlund, Sam Johnson, J. B. Johnson, John Ben- 
son, J. C. Hurtie, Nils Hasselgren, C. A. Swanson, Sam Ru- 
d en, John Gustafson, John Johnson, Henry Anderson, A. M. 
Bergsten, John Lofdahl, Eric Stavlund, Lars Stavlund, V. L. 
Lofdahl. 

Sunday School Superintendents 

C. A. Swanson, Rev. P. W. Thoren, Nils Hasselgren, Rey. 
C. A. Berggren, Rev. Chr. Nygren, Rev. J. Wm. Johnson. 
Rev. G. D. Hall, Rev. H. E. Ek, Rev. C. J. Larson, Mrs. O: W: 
Swenson. 
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Presidents of the Ladies’ Aid 
/ 


The pastors were the presidents until 1920. Since then 
the following have served: Mrs. Albert Klint, Mrs. C. J. 
Larson, Mrs. John Swanson. 


Presidents of the Young People’s Society 


Magnus Stavlund, John Anderson, Victor Swanson, An- 
drew Casper, Rev. N. F. Nelson, Lars Stavlund, V. L. Lof- 
dahl, Rev. J. Wm. Johnson, Rev. G. D. Hall, Rev. H. E. Ek, 
Lee Linquist, Paul Stavlund, Mrs. G. H. Ericson, Ruth Stav- 
lund, Wallace Backman. 


THE RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF SWEDEN SUMMARIZED 


For the readers of this church history who are born in 
America it is necessary to know why this church came into 
existenc*, therefore we give this chapter. 


Important Centuries 


Eleven hundred years ago the first Christian missionary 
came te Sweden. Four hundred years ago the Catholic 
church of Sweden became the Lutheran State Church. Three 
hundred years ago the sky-blue flag of Sweden with its 
golden cross floated over Germany for eighteen years, or 
until the Thirty Year’s War had come to an end, with defeat 
for the Roman powers, and victory for Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 

Reyivals in Sweden 


One hundred years ago the people in Sweden mad>2 
brandy in their homes as freely as we now make coffee 
which became a great curse to the nation, and spiritual 
darkness became the result. Some of the most religicus 
people had conventicles in their homes, although there was 
a national law which forbade all religious meetings cf the 
people without a minister of the State Church in charge. 
There they read religious books, tracts and sermons by 
Dr. Martin Luther, and for that reason they were called 
“Readers” (‘‘lasare’’). Many of the pastors who were un- 
godly kept watch and sent officers of the law to the places 
to arrest them at these gatherings. In certain parts of 
Sweden the prisons were full of these God-fearing people. 
Yet, this made the religious fervor burn all the more. 
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Full religious liberty was given to the people by the 
government in 1868 and great revivals followed. These were 
brought about by the free and unhampered preaching of 
God’s free grace. In this movement God mainly used lay- 
men, among whom C. O. Rosenius became a leader by the 
publication of a religious magazine called “Pietisten”. 


Great Leaders 


A young, brilliant, and highly educated pastor of the 
State Church of Sweden delivered in 1874 a sermon which 
stirred the entire country. It was on the subject of the 
Atonement, and presented a view which was opposed to 
Anselm’s theory, which had, during the past years, been 
preached in a more and more extreme form. This young 
pastor held that God is the subject of the atonement, not 
the object, the object of the atonement being man, declar- 
ing that it was man and not God that needed reconciliation 
through the death of Christ on the cross. He used as his 
slogan, “Where in the Bible is it written?” By reason of 
these arguments the Bible was read and discussed among 
the people as never before. This man was Rev. Paul Peter 
Waldenstrom, D.D.,Ph.D., and he soon left the State Church 
of Sweden and became leader of the Free Church Movement 
in Scandinavia, for nearly a half century or until his death 
in 1907: 


Two Views of Church Membership 


Dr. Waldenstrom advocated strongly the order of the 
New Testament church instead of the State Church, or that 
of Sectarian churches. He held that the church is only for 
true believers in Christ, and for all who live in communion 
with God, through Christ, regardless of their different views 
of doctrine. He also held as do the people that follow him, 
that the Bible is the inspired word of God, and the only 
true foundation for life and doctrine. The churches so or- 
ganized are called Mission Churches, and its members Mis- 
sion Friends, because these people have always felt that 
they had a mission work to perform within the State Church 
of Sweden and they were also very eager to send mission- 
aries to the heathen countries. 
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With these two views in mind of church membership 
(the State Church, where everybody who has been baptized 
and confirmed, were members, and the Mission Church, 
where only true believers, who. had experience of the new 
birth, “Life in His name”, John 20:31, could become mem- 
bers), the immigrants of 50 and 60 years ago came from 
Sweden to the United States of America, most of the people 
who came here, held one or the other of these two views 
and that is the reason that there are two churches in the 
settlement south of Axtell. (In early times there were con- 
flicts between these two churches, but in later years they 
have been working peacefully). The two churches have 
a good moral influence over this community, which must be 
highly respected, what is still greatly needed is a genuine 
spiritual revival. 


IN CONCLUSION 


The Swedish settlement is one of the most peaceful and 
orderly communities in Marshall County, or in Kansas. 
For 25 years there has not been any arrest for crime and 
for the past years there have not been any dances conducted. 
That is the fruit of the two churches here and from the 
smallest not the least. Some of the members of the Mis- 
sion Church were before conversion of a wild character, but 
by the grace of God they became influences for good. The 
greatest blessings have hereby come to th¢se families. Godli- 
ness is profitable unto all things, having profitable promise 
of the life that now is, and of the life to come. 1 Tim. 4:8. 
A number of souls have been saved-from eternal perdition 
to everlasting glory through the gospel which has besi 
preached the last fifty years in the Mission Church. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name, 
give glory for thy mercy and thy truth’s sake. Ps. 115:1. 
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